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Mayors of the World 
for a Global Cities Dialogue
on the Information Society

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is GCD? GCD (Global Cities Dialogue) is an open association for all cities willing to co-operate to realize an Information Society for All, in which every citizen can profit of the benefits brought by the new information and communication technologies in terms of social inclusion and democratic participation. 
The fight against the digital divide is a key-word, as it indicates the main objective of the network, that is to promote the access of everybody to the new technologies, and to reduce the difference between people who have access to the services and tools of the Information Society [IS] and people who are excluded from the opportunities offered by the IS.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Short facts on our history:
The Global Cities Dialogue was initiated on 23 November 1999 in Helsinki (Finland) by eleven cities, which signed the Helsinki Declaration: Mayors of the World for a Global Cities Dialogue on the Information Society. The Helsinki Declaration is a sort of Basic Document, embodying the philosophy of the GCD-network and indicating the objectives of GCD. But first of all it is a political document, expressing the will of the member cities to co-operate  for the development of a fair, democratic and socially inclusive Information Society.




4

How GCD works :
GCD is a Non-profit-making Association: 
state-approved association which is not 
aiming at generating profits and whose 
activities have an international dimension

Nomination of a sherpa at the working level

Participation of the Mayor in the GAM 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All activities and joint initiatives promoted within the network are financed completely by the member cities or by the participating cities themselves. Thus you can understand that the political will, the political involvement of each city is essential for the network‘s life. At the working level, each city has to nominate a sherpa, that is an operative responsible, working close to the Mayor and supporting the participation of the Mayor in official events, e.g. in the General Assembly Meeting (once a year). This person is very important, as he/she will be the interface between the member cities and the GCD-secretariat.
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Worldwide overview of the GCD-member cities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, European cities are well represented within GCD, but our network is growing up, especially in Latin America and Africa.
Today, GCD network has 194 members
The geographical composition of the GCD network is the following:
European Union	: 102 members
Latin America	:   29 members
Europe		:   21 members
Africa 		:   18 members
Asia and Oceania 	:    15 members
North America	:     9 members
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
8 GCD european members are also Living Labs:
Brussels, with its Open Innovation Centre
 Helsinki Living Lab,
 Mobile City Bremen, in Germany,
 Zaragoza Living Lab
 Barcelona digital Cluster
 InnovaLab Bilbao
 Sunderland Living Lab
 Issy-les-Moulineaux Medialand
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eParticipation APOLLON Project
Exchanging and integrating local 

citizen media services
•  Social Media Services for local communities

networking and E-Participation

•  3D Interactive Environments to allow citizens
explore and shape augmented-reality public 

spaces

•  RFID tags to bring digital media contents to the
real world and support the interaction between

virtual and real communities
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www.globalcitiesdialogue.org

For further information, please visit our 
Website and subscribe to our newsletter:

Thank you for your attention!
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